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710.7 Ducts and air transfer openings. Duct and air transfer openings in smoke partitions shall be provided with a smoke damper 
complying with Section 716.3.2. 

Exceptions:  

1.  Where the installation of a smoke damper will interfere with the operation of a required smoke control system in accordance 
with Section 909, approved alternative protection shall be utilized. 

2. Smoke dampers are not required in corridor penetrations where the duct is constructed of steel not less than 0.019-inch (0.48 
mm) in thickness and there are no openings serving the corridor. 
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8) SUPPORTING INFORMATION (State purpose and reason, and provide substantiation to support proposed change): 
UBC Section 713.10 requires smoke dampers at both ducted and unducted (air transfer) air openings in 1 hour fire resistance rated 
corridor walls.  However, IBC Section 407.3 requires corridor walls in Group I-2 (Groups I-1.1, I-2, and I-3 in the UBC) occupancies 
to be constructed as a Smoke Partition which does not have a fire resistance rating. Since the UBC does not include the concept of a 
Smoke Partition, the above proposed modification will ensure that the current level of protection against smoke infiltration in corridors 
is maintained in both ducted and unducted (air transfer) air openings  in corridor walls. NOTE: New Exception 2 is taken from 
Exception 2 of IBC Section 716.5.4.1 Corridors for such openings in Fire Partitions. 
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